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Community schools are a local engagement strategy (rather than a
program) with an integrated focus on academics, services,
supports and opportunities that lead to improved student
learning, stronger families, and healthier communities. Community
schools are responsive to the unique needs of each community. 

The�8QLYHUVLW\�$VVLVWHG�&RPPXQLW\�6FKRRO approach supports
institutions of higher education, school districts, and community
leaders in developing successful partnerships to help youth,
families, and communities thrive. This toolkit provides information
and examples about how to mobilize the vast resources of
universities and colleges. 
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Are a place and a set of partnerships between the school and
other community resources, including higher education

Create hubs to connect people and initiatives (in-person,
hybrid, or virtual)

Expand opportunities, supports, and services for children,
families, and the community

Are democratic, antiracist, justice- and equity-seeking
institutions
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https://nirn.fpg.unc.edu/module-1/implementation-drivers






http://www.nysed.gov/
https://www.nyscommunityschools.org/


https://www.binghamton.edu/ccpa/about/community/community-schools/index.html
https://www.binghamton.edu/tlel/academics/certificates/community-schools-online-cert.html
https://sites.google.com/binghamton.edu/uacs-regional-training-center/community-of-practice-recordings
https://www.nettercenter.upenn.edu/
https://uacsnetwork.org/
https://www.nyscommunityschools.org/
https://www.nettercenter.upenn.edu/about-center/publications-resources/universities-and-community-schools-journal
https://communityschooling.gseis.ucla.edu/journal/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mhn60s4BpPIlk00OWmFlC2puydj0P8UM/view?usp=sharing
https://nirn.fpg.unc.edu/national-implementation-research-network
https://nirn.fpg.unc.edu/module-1/implementation-stages
https://nirn.fpg.unc.edu/module-2
https://nirn.fpg.unc.edu/resources/initiative-inventory


Information in this toolkit was supported by the following sources:

Edley, Jr., C., & Darling-Hammond, L. (n.d.). Education and the path to equity. Learning
Policy Institute. https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/blog/community-schools-powerful-
strategy-disrupt-inequitable-systems

Long, C. (2020, August 27). How community schools were better prepared for COVID-19
crisis. National Education Association. https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-
change/new-from-nea/how-community-schools-were-better-prepared-covid-19-crisis

New York State Union of Teachers. (2022). Staff shortages plague many districts.
NYSUT: A Union of Professionals. https://www.nysut.org/news/nysut-
united/issues/2022/september/staff-shortages

National Implementation Research Network. (n.d.). Active implementation drivers.
https://nirn.fpg.unc.edu/module-2/implementation-drivers

NYSUT: A Union of Professionals. (2021). Fact sheet 21-16: Community schools in New
York State. https://www.nysut.org/resources/all-listing/research/fact-sheets/fact-sheet-
community-schools-in-new-york-state

16

Citations and
Contact Information

Citations and
References

Contact Us:
Luann Kida, lkida@binghamton.edu
Executive Director, Binghamton University Community Schools

Naorah Rimkunas, rimkunas@binghamton.edu 
Assistant Professor of Community Schools
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