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Performance (Really) Matters 

Abstract: Performance clearly matters to users. For example, the most common software update on the AppStore 
is "Bug fixes and performance enhancements." Now that Moore's Law has ended, programmers have to work hard 
to get high performance for their applications. But why is performance hard to deliver? 

I will first explain why current approaches to evaluating and optimizing performance don't work. I'll show how 
complicated performance has become on modern systems, and how compiler optimizations have essentially run 
out of steam. 


